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history of sociology in the order named. The divisions suggest roughly the 
character of the material discussed. The authors have aimed to make the book 
meet the requirements of a text for college teachers and the needs of the general 
reader interested in the subject. Each chapter is followed by a small number of 
references to supplementary reading and a list of questions and exercises. 

In designing a text for elementary college requirements and the use of the 
general reader, the authors have done their work well. There is a good deal of 
illustrative material, concrete and easily understood by the average student, and 
it is fairly well arranged. This quality of concreteness is a commendable fea- 
ture. The book does not meet the needs of the advanced student since it con- 
tains nothing distinctively new or original. Giddings' definition of sociology is 
followed pretty closely and some material is borrowed from Ross. The authors 
make no claim to completeness of treatment. The reader is directed along the 
general lines of the development of sociology and certain movements of society 
and the laws which govern them. The book fulfills in a fairly satisfactory way 
the stated purpose of the authors, which is a useful and timely one. 

James G. Stevens. 
University of Illinois. 
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Hayes, Hammond V. Public Utilities: Their Fair Present Value and Return. 
Pp. viii, 207. Price, $2.00. New York: D. Van Nostrand Company, 
1915. 

This volume was intended to supplement the work by the same author on 
Public Utilities: Their Cost New and Depreciation. It is not an authoritative dis- 
cussion as to the principles and methods that have been applied by the railway 
and public service commissions, with footnote references to their decisions, such 
as Whitten's Valuation of Public Service Corporations or Reeder's Validity of Rate 
Regulation. On the contrary, it is a clear, well-argued, mature presentation of 



